Work Story: An Autobiographical Essay

Goals and Objectives
One of the purposes of 101 is to teach the process of thoughtful analysis.  In the case of the Work Story, through narrative, either explicitly or implicitly, students form an analysis of their own experiences and their relationships to work, whether the situation is an ethical dilemma or suggests a way in which the student positions him/herself in the work world or in personal relationships.  This does necessitate that the essay be written in the first person (using “I”).

The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to write about a personal experience in a meaningful way.  You will also be asked to pay particular attention to the use of narration and specific and selective detail.  

The personal essay, however, is more than a description of an event.  Why is this particular event important to you?  How did it change your view of the world?  And what can we, as readers, learn from your experience?  You do not have to address these questions explicitly; in a good essay, the writer’s point is embedded in the narrative itself.
Guidelines
Successful drafts should:

· Follow a clear narrative pattern (chronological, flashbacks, etc.)

· Focus on one central event

· Maintain a clear central focus (either explicit or implied)

· Include realistic dialogue

· Include vivid, descriptive details
Audience: Two approaches to this assignment that have worked for students in the past include appealing to your audience’s sense of pathos or humor.

The Assignment

Write about a particularly challenging day at work.  Work can be anything from a summer job to a night babysitting.  Describe the event as if you were telling a story, using specific detail and dialogue when appropriate.  (Please see me if you are having a difficult time coming up with an experience.)  Use the essays from Work Stories as examples.  

All drafts should be typed and double spaced with one inch margins.  They should be a minimum of two pages of 12 point font in New Times Roman, though most will be in the 3-5 page range.  Do not use your first draft as a brainstorming session.  Brainstorming and outlining should be done independent of your first draft.  I expect the first draft to be a complete narrative with a beginning, a middle and an end.  Feel free to jot down any questions you may have about your draft for me and your peers at the bottom of the essay.  Have fun! 
