Analysis Do’s and Don’ts

DO

· Write with the idea of “since” in mind

· Do write a thesis statement in the opening paragraph

· Do include the author and title of the literature you are writing about in your introduction.

· Do “quote” the titles of essays/ articles and italicize titles of books. 
· Do insure that all supporting paragraphs have a topic sentence relevant to the thesis statement.

· Do use the terms/vocabulary of literary analysis; however, always support the term with textual evidence and explain its effect.

· Do add a conclusion that adds insight to your paper rather than restate the prompt.

· Do write with an authoritative voice.

· Do transition with your ideas rather than single words

· Use dependent clauses for clarity and to strengthening your claim

DON”T
· Use possessives in your thesis or topic sentence…unless totally necessary 

· Don’t write in second person (“you”, “your”)

· Don’t write in first person, avoiding “I feel”, “I think”, “I believe.”
· Don’t use trite adjectives such as nice, cute, happy, major (as in, “The major theme”).

· Don’t use clichés such as “paints a picture”, 

· Don’t write plot summary.

· Don’t write in a passive voice.

· Don’t evaluate the writer on his/her work – i.e. In Faulkner’s great (or outstanding or excellent, etc) novel,
· Don’t ever write, “in this essay”, “this paragraph will”, “for example”, “the quote says”, “in this quote”, “it is obvious”
· Don’t use: also, another, in addition, how, the reason why, or the reason is because.

