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Guided Reading Questions

Act I

Act I Scene 2

1. How does Shakespeare suggest that Capulet and Paris are already in conversation at the opening of Sc. 2?

2.  Upon what condition will Capulet consent to Paris marrying Juliet?

3.  Why must the servant have Romeo help him with the list of guests?  

4. Who does Romeo find will be at Capulet’s party that makes him want to go?  

5.  What does Benvolio mean when he says in line 89, “And I will make thee think thy swan a crow”?

Act I Scene 3

1.  The nurse speaks in prose (normal language).  Why does Shakespeare have her do so?  

2. By looking carefully at what she says and how she says it, what impressions of the Nurse’s personality do you think the audience is meant to form?  

Act I Scene 4

1. What is Romeo saying about love in lines 25-26 top of page 24(“Is love a tender...”)?  How does Mercutio answer him? [Explain the lines, don’t just copy them.]
2.  Mercutio is a foil (opposite/contrast) to Romeo in this scene.  Explain how Mercutio is one?

3. What should be the audience’s first impression of Mercutio?  Quote evidence from the scene to support your opinions.  

Act I Scene 5

1. What does Capulet mean when he tells the gentlemen that the ladies will “walk about with you”?

2.  Rosaline is utterly forgotten as Romeo instantly falls in love with Juliet.  What difference do you notice between his reaction here to Juliet and his description of Rosaline in Act I, Scene 1,2, and 4?

3.  What is the dramatic impact of Tybalt’s parting rhyming couplet  (“I will withdraw...”)?  To whom does it apply?

4.  The first meeting between Romeo and Juliet takes the form of a sonnet (a 14 lined poem), shared between them.  What is the effect of this unusual device  What is the attitude of each to the other?

5.  Why does Juliet not directly ask about Romeo?  How does this compare to how you find out about someone that you are interested in?
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Guided Reading Questions

Act II
Prologue

1.  Although this prologue adds nothing new to the plot, merely acting as a summary of Act I, do you think that anything would be lost if it were omitted/left out?  Give a reason for your  opinion.

2.  How do the first 2 lines represent Romeo’s love for Rosaline and Juliet?  Which word refers to Rosaline and which to Juliet?

Act II Scene 1

1. What is Mercutio’s attitude towards Romeo in this scene?

Act II Scene 2

1.  List two similies/ metaphors Romeo uses in his speech about Juliet. 

2.  What is the importance of Juliet’s speech about names, in lines 38-49 (“Tis’ but thy name...”), in the context of the play as a whole?

3.  This is one of the most famous love scenes in the whole of English literature.  How does our knowledge of their family circumstances affect our view of the love between Romeo and Juliet?  

Act II Scene 4

1.  What are Mercutio and Benvolio wondering about Romeo when this scene opens?

2. Who has written a letter to Romeo?  
3. What is it about?
4.  What does Mercutio mean in line 13 (“Alas, poor Romeo, he is...”).
5.  How do Mercutio and Benvolio react to Romeo’s good nature?

6.  How does Marcutio treat the Nurese?

7. What does the Nurse want from Romeo?  What message does he give her?

Act II Scene 5

1.  What is Juliet’s state of mind in this scene?

2.  How does the nurse behave?

Act II Scene 6
1.What do the Friar’s last lines in this scene mean?
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Guided Reading Questions

Act III

Act III Scene 1

1.  Why does Benvolio want to get off the streets?

2.  What justice does Lady Capulet want?  

3.  What does the Prince decide Romeo’s punishment will be?

Act III Scene 2

1.  Has the Nurse any awareness of Juliet’s feelings here, or is she absorbed in her own grief?  Explain.

Act III Scene 3

1. How would you describe Romeo’s state of mind at this point?  How does it fit in the general picture of his character and temperament?  How does his youth and inexperience show?  

2.  How does the Nurse respond to the Friar’s speech?  What effect does her response have on the scene?

Act III Scene 4

1. How does Capulet’s reaction to Tybalt’s death compare with the reaction of Romeo and Juliet?  What does this suggest about their emotional capacities?
2.  How does this scene screw up Friar Laurence’s plan?
Act III Scene 5

1.  What anxiety do we feel at the beginning of the scene as long as Romeo remains?

2. What is the difference between Juliet’s and the audience’s knowledge, on the one hand, and Lady Capulet’s meaning on the other hand, in their conversation?

3.  How does Juliet react to the news that she will marry Paris?  
4. Have you ever been forced into doing something by your parents that you were dead set against?  How did everyone concerned react?  How was it resolved?

5.  How does Capulet treat his daughter?  How do you feel about this treatment?  Do you feel any sympathy for him?  Why?

6.  What do you think of the advice the Nurse gives Juliet?

7. Compare the mood of the scene at the end with that of the scene at the beginning.
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Guided Reading Questions

Act IV

Act IV Scene 1

1.  What is the dramatic effect of the audience seeing Paris walk onto the stage with Friar Lawrence?  What is conveyed in the opening line?

2.  In this scene Juliet and Paris come face to face for the only time in the play.  What are likely Juliet’s feelings on meeting Paris?

3.  What characteristics of Paris are revealed in this meeting with Juliet? (hand kisser)
4.  What plan does the Friar come up with?  Be specific.

Act IV  Scene 2
1. How does Juliet act towards her father when she returns from Friar Lawrence?

2. How has Capulet’s mood changes?  What do you think of this change?  

Act IV  Scene 3

1.  Why does Juliet not want the Nurse to sleep in her chamber?  What does this tell us about the change in their relationship?

Act IV  Scene 4

1. Why is this scene essential at this point?  What does it do for the mood and irony that has developed?

Act IV  Scene 5

1.  How do Capulet and Lady Capulet react to Juliet’s “death”?  Do you have sympathy for their grief?  Why or why not?

2. Paris, remember, was bringing music with which to serenade Juliet.  Do you think that it should be playing in the background throughout this scene of lamentation?  
If so, what would be the effect?

3. Has someone close to  you ever died?  How did the family express their grief?  How did you?  In what ways did their and your grief compare to that of the Capulet household?
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Guided Reading Questions

Act V

Act V  Scene 1

1.  How does Romeo decide to deal with his grief?  

Act V  Scene 2

1.  What purpose does this scene serve? 

Act V  Scene 3
1. How does Juliet deal with her grief in this scene?  

2.  What is the mood at the end of the play?  Has anything been achieved by all of the death and suffering?  If so, what?  If not, explain your opinion.

3.  Has love been shown to be a positive or negative force in human affairs?  What makes you think so?

4.  In your opinion, who is principally responsible for what has happened?
